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Reality television shows are here to
stay, and it seems that every year they
get more outrageous. The latest trend
on the cable channels is shows about
people who hoard possessions to such
an extent that they can’t walk through
their homes safely. A while back the
Learning Channel (TLC) ran back-to-
back episodes of Hoardersfor an entire
afternoon. For most of the people pro-
filed, their behavior was a manifesta-
tion of genuine mental illness. Promos
for a follow-up show suggested that
relapses were more common than not
with this condition. I always find
myself sort of mentally clicking
through my own possessions while I’m
watching these shows, trying to figure

out how close I might be to crossing
some line from clutter to hoard.

I heard an interesting theory a while
ago about the gradual change in
human DNA that took place as a result
of the change tens of thousands of
years ago from being hunter/gatherers
to being a more settled agricultural
species. It was at that point that people
began to move less and eat more. 

The parable Jesus tells in today’s
Gospel shows us the pitfalls of a set-
tled, comfortable existence. The man
in his story is doing so well that he
pulls down his existing barns and
builds new ones. The implication here
is that it never occurred to him to
share his surplus with his neighbors
instead. The irony, of course, is that
presumably those neighbors got all that
he had saved anyway! 

Jesus tells the parable in the context
of two brothers arguing over their
shares of the inheritance they were to
receive from their father. Again, the
underlying reality is clear: This wasn’t
anything they had earned. It was essen-
tially a gift from their father. 

Too often we lay claim to things that
we think we need and then, once we
have them, we cling to them and refuse
to share, to the detriment of the rela-
tionships in our lives. We do this as
individuals, we do this as nations. We
take for granted, or even forget, that
the most important things we have are

free gifts from our heavenly Father: our
families and friends, our faith, our life
itself. We can lose sight of this in our
quest for material things.

It’s easy to dismiss the rich man in
today’s Gospel as a caricature of a
greedy, selfish man, blind to the needs
of others, concerned only about his
own security. When we do that, we fall
into the trap of letting ourselves off the
hook too easily. We tell ourselves (and
others), “I’m simply saving for retire-
ment.” What might otherwise be per-
ceived as greed now becomes simply
prudence, saving for a rainy day. 

But at some point we discover that
enough is never enough. Drive along
nearly any highway and before long
you’ll see row after row of storage facil-
ities, garage-like structures where peo-
ple store the possessions that no longer
fit in their own homes and garages.
They may never retrieve those things,
but they’re not willing to let them go.

It’s easy to feel threatened by today’s
Gospel. The nagging feelings of insecu-
rity that each of us has to some extent
prod us to save and at times to hoard
what we have against some future
famine. This may in fact be hardwired
into our human natures. But the lec-
tionary readings today urge us to reach
beyond this fear to embrace the things
that matter most to God: life, love,
generosity, faith. Then we will have
true treasure in heaven. 

SUNDAY READINGS
Ecclesiastes 1:2; 2:21-23 
A preacher reminds his listeners that
their possessions and activities are
inconsequential and fleeting.

Colossians 3:1-5, 9-11
We are called to seek what is above,
namely, the values of God.We are to get
rid of vice and live in union with Christ.

Luke 12:13-21 
Jesus teaches through the parable of the
rich fool that one can never be saved by
the accumulation of wealth.

St.Anthony Messenger Pressl www.AmericanCatholic.org

What Are We Saving It All For?
By Diane M. Houdek

Bringing Home
theWord
18TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME    August 1, 2010



Editor: Diane M. Houdek;Art Director: Michael Winegardner; Illustrations by Julie Lonneman
For licensing information, call 1-800-488-0488 or visit www.BringingHometheWord.org.
Copyright © 2010 , St.Anthony Messenger Press, 28 W. Liberty St., Cincinnati, OH 45202.
All rights reserved. Print duplication rights grante d only to license holder.

The Offertory Procession at Mass is
the time when representatives from
the congregation bring up the bread
and wine to be consecrated and also
the day’s collection of money to sup-
port the parish.Today’s somewhat
ritualized offering of gifts has evolved
from a much more direct offering of
whatever people had to share with
the community and its leaders.

Today’s readings, with their
emphasis on not storing up posses-
sions for ourselves, are yet another
reminder that what we have been
given is meant to be shared.

The Catholic church has never
instituted the sort of tithe that’s
commonplace in some other
denominations, usually ten percent
of one’s income. But we are still
called to be generous in our support
for both our own parish community
and also those who are especially
needy in our country and around
the world.

We might reflect on this as the
collection is taken up each Sunday
and ask ourselves honestly whether
we can do more than we’re doing. In
some cases, the answer may be no.
But in many cases, we will find that
we can reshuffle our priorities to
meet the great needs that exist
around us.

Divine One,

help me empty my life 

of needless possessions.

Give me the strength 

to let go,

to clean out,

to give away,

to make room for 

more of your presence.

Amen.

A few years ago, a community of sisters asked
me to consider joining them. The superior
said, “Just get rid of your stuff and come on
down.” I began to think about “all my stuff”—
my photo albums, my collection of antique
pottery, my mother’s jewelry….  While the
offer was tempting, my stuff had become very
important to me.

What do you value in life? What keeps you
from following the gospel? These are the hard
questions that God asks us. The ideal is to
value things that are compatible with Jesus’
teaching.  Family life is one of those values
that enrich the gospel of Jesus Christ. When
we choose to support life and give up material
wealth to welcome children into our mar-
riages, we are honoring gospel values. When
we put aside a career promotion to spend
more time with our families, we are living the
call to love as Christ loved. When we walk
away from personal pleasure for the good of
our own salvation and our family we are fol-
lowing Christ.

To make these hard choices takes mindful-
ness, looking at each of our choices and decid-
ing which will enhance our faith or diminish
it. If your life ended tonight would you be
greeted as a servant or a fool? 

THE
HOME

CHURCH
By Jeanne Hunt

REFLECTION
QUESTIONS

• What is the rich man’s problem?

• Why is the rich man a fool?

• When have you been like the man

in this parable?

• How can we become rich in God’s

eyes?

• What things do you like to collect?

Monday Jer 28:1-17/Mt 14:13-21   
Tuesday Jer 30:1-2, 12-15, 18-22/Mt 14:22-36

or 15:1-2, 10-14  
Wednesday Jer 31:1-7/Mt 15:21-28John Vianney

WEEKDAY 
READINGS

REFLECTION
QUESTIONS

Thursday   Jer 31:31-34/Mt 16:13-23 
Friday       Dn 7:9-10, 13-14/2 Pt 1:16-19/Lk

9:28b-36Transfiguration
Saturday    Hb 1:12-2:4/Mt 17:14-20 
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